REMARKS 

The application has been amended to distinguish the claimed invention over the 
cited prior art and to place the application, as a whole, into a prima facie condition for 
allowance at this time. Substantial care has been taken to avoid the introduction of any 
new subject matter into the application as a result of the foregoing amendments. 

Applicant advises the Examiner of a change in the prosecuting attorneys for this 
case. Applicant is in the process of obtaining execution of the requisite Revocation and 
Substitute Power of Attorney, and Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) forms, expressly 
naming the undersigned firm and designated attorneys as Applicant's representatives 
for this case. In the interim, Applicant respectfully requests acceptance and entry of the 
present Amendment and Communication, on the basis of Applicant's undersigned 
attorneys' apparent authority as evidenced by possession of the file enabling 
preparation of the instant response to the pending Office Action. 

Claims 1 - 22 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Funakawa et a/., US 6,666,932; Bramfitt et al., US 4,415,376; Japanese Patent 
2000-204434; or Japanese Patent 8-73985. Applicant respectfully traverses the 
Examiner's substantive bases for rejection of the claims. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing traversal, and without any admissions regarding 
the Examiner's bases for rejection of the claims, Applicant has amended the 
independent claims, as indicated, and submits that independent claims 1, 10, 14 and 
18, as amended, should be deemed to patentably distinguish over the cited prior art. 
Applicant submits that complete support for the foregoing amendments may be found 
in the specification as filed, at H [0010], p. 3, line 27 - p. 4, line 8; H [0016], p. 5, line 
24 - p. 6, line 7, and H [0059], p. 18, lines 13 - 15. 

Applicant submits that addition of the process steps, as indicated, serves to 
distinguish the claimed invention over the prior art, inasmuch as crucial portions of the 
added process steps themselves have already supported the allowability of another of 
Applicants' applications, namely Ser. No. 10/063,250 (the parent to the present 
application). That other application has issued as U.S. Pat. No. 6,682,613 B2, which has 
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claims directed exclusively to variations of certain process steps which have now been 
added as limitations to independent claims 1, 10, 14 and 18 herein. 

As such, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 1, 10, 14 and 18 
are neither obviated nor anticipated by any of the references substantively cited by the 
Examiner, namely Funakawa et a/., US 6,666,932; Bramfitt et ah, US 4,415,376; 
Japanese Patent 2000-204434; or Japanese Patent 8-73985, whether taken alone or in 
combination. Specifically, Applicant respectfully submits that none of the references, 
whether taken alone or in combination, teach or suggest the specific compositions set 
forth in elements a - c of each of claims 1, 10, 14 and 18, in combination with the 
important process steps of elements d and e, of each respective one of claims 1, 10, 14 
and 18. Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that each of amended independent 
claims 1, 10, 14 and 18 patentably distinguish over the cited prior art. 

Accordingly, entry and acceptance of the foregoing amendments, reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the rejections of claims 1, 10, 14 and 18, and allowance of 
independent claims 1, 10, 14 and 18, are all respectfully solicited. 

Inasmuch as dependent claims 2 - 8, 11 - 13, 15 - 17 and 19 - 22 merely serve 
to further define the subject matter of independent claims 1, 10, 14 and 18, 
respectively, dependent claims 2 - 8, 11 - 13, 15 - 17 and 19 - 22 likewise should be 
deemed to patentably distinguish over the cited prior art. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejections of dependent claims 2 - 8, 11 - 13, 15 - 17 and 19 - 22, 
and allowance thereof, are likewise respectfully solicited. 

Applicant submits that the application as a whole, including all of claims 1 - 22, is 
now in a prima facie case for allowance. Reconsideration and allowance of the 
application as a whole, are respectfully solicited. 
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Should anything further be required, a telephone call to the undersigned, at 
(312) 456-8400, is respectfully invited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GREEN BERG TRAURIG, LLP 



Dated: October 11, 2005 




One of Attorneys for Applicant 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this AMENDMENT AND COMMUNICATION is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on October 11, 
2005. 



Douglas 1 ^. Teaney 



9 



